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Frederick the Great               [1712-

Of providence, fore-knowledge, will and fate, Passion
and apathy and glory and shame." From history he
learned much for every department of life; from
philosophy chiefly contempt for religion and a
deep-rooted fatalism which sustained him at many
moments of disaster. He speaks of

"this Necessity, which orders all things, directs our
intercourse and determines our fate." "I know too
well that we cannot escape from the inexorable laws of
fate . . . and that it would be folly to desire to
oppose what is Necessity and was so arranged from all
eternity. I admit that consolation drawn from the im-
possibility of avoiding an evil is not very well fitted to
make the evil lighter, but still there is something calm-
ing in the thought that the bitter which we must taste is
not the result of our fault, but pertains to the design
and arrangement of Providence/'

In such discussions passed many hours of the
halcyon period, 1736-1740. Of perhaps higher value
was the insight into the possibilities of human pro-
vidence which Frederick gained during his visits to
Ost-Preussen. There he saw how the hand of his
father had turned a wilderness into the most bloom-
ing of his provinces, so that a land which the King
had found swept bare of men by the plague now
contained half a million prosperous inhabitants.
When at last (May 31, 1740) he took the place of
the'father whose last hours his presence had con-
soled, it was with a conviction that if his foreign
policy had been contemptible, he had shown himself
heroic at home.